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President Laura Black Visits  
Members Across Renfrewshire and East Renfrewshire 
 
Scottish Craft Butchers President Laura Black recently enjoyed 
a busy and rewarding couple of days visiting several member 
businesses in the West of Scotland. 

Laura called in at John Marshall & Son in Johnstone, 
Elderslie Butchers in Elderslie, Charles Frazer Butchers in 
Newton Mearns, and Gordon R Brown Butchers in 
Eaglesham, meeting with owners and staff to hear firsthand 
about their work and the challenges and successes of running 
traditional butchery businesses in their communities. 

A highlight of the day was the presentation of a Long Service 
Certificate to John Kerr of John Marshall & Son, recognising 
an outstanding 40 years of service in the same business. 
Laura congratulated John on his remarkable dedication and 
contribution to the trade, describing his achievement as Ɉa 
fantastic example of loyalty and commitment within our 
industry.ɉ 

Laura said she was delighted to visit the shops and meet the 
teams behind these respected businesses: 

ɈItɅs always inspiring to see the pride and professionalism 
that our members bring to their work every day. These 
visits remind me just how much skill and community spirit 
exists within the Scottish Craft Butchers network.ɉ 
The visits provided an excellent opportunity to strengthen 
connections with members and celebrate the continued 
success of local butchers who remain at the heart of their 
towns and villages. 
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ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
of members of the Scottish Craft Butchers will be held in the 
Lynedoch Suite, Murrayshall Country Estate, Scone , PH2 7PH 

at 11.30 am on 12th November 2025  
BOOK YOUR PLACE BY CONTACTING BRUCE MCCALL ON 01738 637472 OR 

EMAIL Bruce@craftbutchers.co.uk 
 

    11:30 AM   AGM BUSINESS MEETING FOR MEMBERS ONLY  
 
     12:15 PM  CONFERENCE WILL START   

 
ADDRESS BY PRESIDENT LAURA BLACK 

 

PRESENTATION FROM ANDREW NIVEN ɀ  
STRATEGIC MARKET INTELLIGENCE MANAGER ɀ SCOTLAND FOOD & DRINK 

 

PRESENTATION FROM STEVE DUNN- 
CX DIRECTOR, INSIGHT 6 
 

PRESENTATION FROM JOHN DAVIDSON- 
CEO, NATIONAL FARMERS UNION SCOTLAND  
 

13:15    LUNCH WILL BE SERVED 
 

2:30PM    SCOTTISH CRAFT BUTCHERS TRAINING AWARDS  
 

This is the ninth year of our own awards, kindly supported by  
Scotch Butchers Club, The Incorporation of Fleshers of Glasgow,  
The Fleshers Trade of Dundee and the Lanarkshire Butchers Association. 
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LUKE BURNETT SHOWS HE IS READY 
FOR THE BATTLE 
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 A small, family-run Wigtownshire butchers has pulled off a David and 
Goliath achievement to topple giants in the hunt for ScotlandɅs best 
traditional steak pie. 
S. Cronnie Family Butchers in Newton 
Stewart has been crowned Scottish 
Traditional Steak Pie Champion in the 
Scottish Craft Butchers Awards 2025. 
And owner Steven Cronnie (52) 
revealed that the countryɅs best 
family favourite secured the national 
title on its first ever competition 
outing, beating off nearly 100 other 
entries from all across Scotland. 
ɈThis is the first time weɅve ever 
entered a competition,ɉ he said. ɈTo 
beat some of the best-known butchers 
in Scotland is a huge achievement. 
ɈIɅve been making steak pies all my 
working life,ɉ said Steven. ɈWe always reckoned ours was good but to have it judged the best 
in Scotland is just phenomenal ɀ weɅre proud as Punch, itɅs unbelievable.ɉ 
 After 19 years in the butcher trade, 
Steven established his own business 
in 2020, running the Queen Street 
shop with his wife Shirley and 
teenage apprentice son Liam. 
And while the shop has enjoyed a 
regular stream of sales for their tasty 
steak pies, Steven is braced for a rush 
of customers when word gets out 
about their national accolade. 
ɈItɅs terrific for the business and its 
terrific for Newton Stewart,ɉ he said. 
ɈTo be able to boast The Best Steak Pie 
in Scotland is quite something for a 
wee rural butcher.ɉ 
  
Steven lifted the South West regional championship this week before going on to secure the 
national title. And the Scottish champion is happy to share what makes his pie a winner. 
ɈWe take the finest beef, sourced locally, and cook it long and slowly,ɉ he said. ɈWe stew our 
steak in large pots and only make small batches. It takes 2-3 hours before we thicken up the 
gravy and fill our pie dishes before topping with puff pastry. 
ɈOur beef is hung for up to three weeks and is beautifully tender.  
ɈThereɅs no magic ɀ no special secrets. Just quality beef, proper maturing and cooking and a 
wee bit of love stirred into every pie.ɉ 
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Judges summed up the title-winning pie as Ɉbrilliantɉ. 
 ɈThe pastry is even with an exceptional mix of crusty and soggy,ɉ they noted. ɈThe meat is 
tender and well-seasoned with a perfect balance of gravy, which held a robust consistency. 
ɈThis is a brilliant family Steak Pie.ɉ 
 ɈI always thought we were too small to compete for a national title,ɉ said Steven, Ɉbut this has 
given us the taste for competition, so the big boys better watch their backs.ɉ 
  
Gordon King, Executive Manager of Scottish Craft Butchers, 
said CronnieɅs success showed the little guys can take on the 
major players ɀ and win ɀ within the industry. 
ɈThe steak pie has been a firm family favourite in Scotland for 
generations,ɉ he said. ɈParticularly over the festive period. 
ɈThere are three basic ingredients ɀ pastry, gravy and stew ɀ 
and every butcher adds them together and puts in their own touch of magic to perfect the pie. 
Steven and his family have produced an outstanding example of a steak pie at its best that 
shows the little guys can topple giants with the perfect product. 
ɈSteven was judged against some of the best in the business and came out tops ɀ his traditional 
steak pie is an outstanding winner.ɉ 
 Nicola McDowell, sales manager with award sponsors William Sword Ltd, congratulated Steven 
and his family on their impressive success. 
"At William Sword Ltd, we are proud to continue supporting the rich 
traditions of Scottish food culture, and thereɅs nothing more iconic 
than the steak pie,ɉ she said. ɈSteven Cronnie shows how it should be 
done. 
ɈSponsoring the Traditional Steak Pie Awards allows us to celebrate 
the skill, quality and passion of butchers and bakers across the country who keep this timeless 
favourite at the heart of family tables. 
ɈItɅs an honour to recognise the craftsmanship that goes into every pie." 
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Scottish Steak Pie AwardsɁfull results  
 
Regional Champion - South West of Scotland Champion  
S.Cronnie Family Butcher 87 Queen Street, Newton Stewart  DG8 6JR 
 
Regional Champion - West of Scotland Champion  
Neilson Butchers   52 Broomton Road, Baklornock, Glasgow G21 3RU 
 
Regional Winner - East of Scotland  
B Beveridge Quality Butchers 25 - 27 High Street, Dunfermline  KY12 7DL 
 
Regional Winner - North of Scotland  
Dossett Butcher   The Square, Kintore    AB51 0US 
 
Regional Winner - South East of Scotland  
G J Sanderson Butchers  59 High Street, Coldstream   TD12 4DL 
 
Gold Blair Drummond Smiddy Farm Shop Blair Drummond, Stirling FK9 4UY 
Gold Cooper Butchers Ltd 179 Main Street, Bellshill    ML4 1AH 
Gold D G Lindsay & Son  15 North Methven Street, Perth   PH1 5PN 
Gold Donald Gilmour  King Street, Kingussie    PH21 1HP 
Gold David Cox Butchers 29a Main Street, Bridgeton, Glasgow  G40 1QA 
Gold Ewarts   14/16 High Street, Monifieth   DD5 4AE 
Gold Forbes Raeburn  7 Bogie Street, Huntly    AB54 5DX 
Gold Gary Walker Butcher 207 Saracen Street, Glasgow   G22 5JN 
Gold George Kirk & Sons 30 Stirling street, Denny    FK6 6OJ 
Gold H W Irvine   201 High Street, Blairgowrie   PH3 1AF 
Gold Hunters of Kinross  104 High Street, Kinross    KY13 8AJ 
Gold John D Owen and Son 47 Victoria Street, Newton Stewart  DG8 6NL 
Gold John Hill Butcher  39-41 High Street, Dunblane   FK15 0EE 
Gold Kirk Butchers  140 Station Street, Cardenden   KY5 0BN 
Gold Mogerleys   49 Friars Vennel, Dumfries   DG1 2RQ 
Gold Prime Cut Butchers Ltd 27b Annfield Glen Road, Ayr   KA7 3RS 
Gold Prime Cuts Butchers 4 Murray Park, Coylton    KA6 6PH 
Gold Prime Cuts Butchers 48 Townhead Street, Cumnock   KA18 1LD 
Gold The Buffalo Farm  Boglily Farm Steading, Kirkcaldy  KY2 5XY 
Gold Thomas Burns & Son 10 Market Street, Boness    EH51 9AD 
Gold Thomas Johnston  4 Main Street, Brightons    FK2 0JT 
Gold W Reid Butchers  16 Harbour Street, Hopeman   IV30 5SJ 
Gold Wright Butcher  17 Hunter Street, East Kilbride   G74 4LZ 
Gold Rendalls Quality Butchers 3/4 Cunningham Road, Stirling  FK7 7SW 
Gold Tom Courts Quality Foods Ltd 198 High Street, Burntisland  KY3 1AH 
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Silver  A & I Quality Butchers   Unit 4, Keppoch Road, Culloden  IV2 7NY 
Silver  A E Brown and Son   14 Main Street, Turriff   AB53 7BJ 
Silver  Andersons Quality Butchers  36 High Street, North Berwick  EH39 4HH 
Silver  Ann Davidson Butchers Ltd  66 Henderson street, Bridge of Allan FK9 4HS 
Silver  Charles Macleod Ltd   Ropework Park, Stornoway  HS1 2LB 
Silver  Collie Butchers Ltd   St Brydes Road, Kemnay   AB51 9NB 
Silver  David Faulds & Son   70 John Finnie Street, Kilmarnock KA1 1BS 
Silver  Donaldsons of Orkney   38 Albert Street, Kirkwall  KW15 1HQ 
Silver  Ewan Morrice Quality Butcher  18 Queen Street, Peterhead  AB42 1TS 
Silver  Ewan Morrice Quality Butcher  5 Mill Street, Stuartfield   AB42 5DP 
Silver  Fergusons of Airdrie   3 Buchanan Street, Airdrie  ML6 8BG 
Silver  Fleming Butchers of Arbroath  27 West Port, Arbroath   DD11 1RF 
Silver  Gillies & Grant Artisan Butcher 22 High Street, Turriff   AB53 4AD 
Silver  Gordon R Brown Butchers  12 Glasgow Road, Eaglesham  G76 3QJ 
Silver  Grants Butchers Dundee Ltd  187 Blackness Road, Dundee  DD1 5PH 
Silver  H & S Milne & Sons   1 Inverurie Road, Aberdeen  AB2 9LJ 
Silver  J & H Cairns Butchers   4/6 Station Road, Law   ML8 5JA 
Silver  James Aitkens Butchers   24 - 26 High Street, Alloa   FK10 1JE 
Silver  John Dawson Butchers   39 - 43 Main Street, Muirkirk  KA18 3QR 
Silver  John M Munro    22 - 24 Queensgate, Inverness  IV1 1DJ 
Silver  K & F Butchers    2a King Street, Stonehouse  ML9 3EF 
Silver  Kents of Dunoon    95 Argyll Street, Dunoon   PA23 7NH 
Silver  Kilnford Farm Shop   Kilnford Farm, Dumfries   DG2 8PT 
Silver  Kinnaird Butcher Shop & Deli  Unit 2, McIntyre Avenue, Larbert FK5 4XT 
Silver  McCaskies Butchers & Café  Greenock Road, Weymss Bay  PA18 6AA 
Silver  Prime Cut Butchers Ltd   33a Loudoun Street, Mauchline  KA5 5BE 
Silver  R Brown & Son    23 Hallam Road, Stenhousemuir FK5 3EF 
Silver  S Collins & Son    7 Lindsaybeg Road, Muirhead  G69 9DR 
Silver  Scott Brothers    206 Strathmartine Road, Dundee DD3 8DE 
Silver  Shaw the Butcher    229 Wallacewell Road, Balornock G21 3PR 
Silver  Skinners Of Kippen   Kippen Station, Kippen   FK8 3JA 
Silver  Strachan Craft Butchers   241 Glasgow Road, Blantyre  G72 0YS 
Silver  Stranraer Fresh Meats   Thistle Business Centre, Stranraer DG9 7HJ 
Silver  T H Stevenson & Sons   10 Percy Street, Stanley   PH1 4LU 
Silver  The Butcher Shop Kinghorn  30 High Street, Kinghorn   KY3 9UE 
Silver  W F Stark     9 College Street, Buckhaven  KY8 1JY 


