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It was a painful night for Scotland manager Gordon Strachan and Scotland fans at
Wembley and beyond as England cruised to a 3-0 World Cup qualifier win. Scotland are
second bottom of their group, with four points from four games, but Strachan refused to
answer questions about his future after the match. See Sport.

Meat plants probe
over Scottishbeef

EXCLUSIVE: Inferior beef repackaged as premium product

NANCY NICOLSON Investigators at Food Standards Scotland’s (FSS) | the investigation extended beyond one Scottish
FARMING EDITOR new food crime unit say they have information that | meat plant.

inferior beef from eastern Europe, Ireland and | “It’s coming from all over Europe, England and
Afood fraud inquiryis underwayinto allegedillegal | England is being imported and repackaged witha | Ireland but the problem isit’s getting processed as
practices in meat plants which could be duping | premium Scottish label. ; Scottish beefand it’s not that.”
shoppers who pay a premium for Scottish beef. FSS intelligence manager Duncan Smith said | Continued on page 2
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EXCLUSIVE: Meat
safety not anissue,
but FSS believes
consumers are
being duped

NANCY NICOLSON
FARMING EDITOR

MEAT PLANTS PROBE:;

Continued from front page

Mr Smith added: “It’s not farm-assured
beef. Foreign meat is coming into the
country, getting processed then getting
put out to customers as premium
Scottish beef.

“Unfortunately what the public is
getting sold is inferior quality beef and
hasn’t come from farm assured farms
and isn’t the same quality as they expect
to get for the price.”

Mr Smith said it was being processed
by unscrupulous cutting plants or meat
ProCessors.

“On the face of it they're bona fide
plants but clearly if they're willing to
take in inferior meat and then put it
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“We're aware of several places in
Scotland where it’s happening.”

However, Mr Smith made it clear
that the safety of the meat was not an
issue,

“No one’s saying there’s a risk to the
consumer, but they’re getting duped as
to what they’re buying.

“Chances are they're paying
more money for what they believe to
be premium Scottish beef and it’s an
inferior product.”

A spokesman for Scotland’s meat
wholesalers association (SAMW) said
there had been no request from FSS to
respond to the investigation.

The association’s executive manager
Ian Anderson said: “Unfortunately, the
meat industry can be subject to
unfounded allegations which are based
not on fact or evidence but on an
anti-meat agenda.”

Scotland’s meat promotion body,
Quality Meat Scotland (QMS), said it
would work closely with FSS to ensure
investigations inte any potential wrong-
doing were robust and effective,

QMS chairman Jim McLaren said: “Tt .

is vital the quality reputation of our beef
is not undermined in any way and that
any isolated cases of poor practice are
quickly identified and firmly dealt with.
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We consider
Scottish beef
tobethebest
in the world.
Iteamsa
strong
premium
anditcomes

ataprice.
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welcomed by our industry and adds to
the range of measures in place which
underpin the integrity of beef from
Scotland.”

Farmers’ union president Allan Bowie
also warned that mislabelling could
rapidly undermine the integrity of
Scottish beef.

“We consider Scottish beef to be the
best in the world. It earns a strong
premium and itcomes ata price,”he said.

“If it's being undermined by being
mixed with another product then we
lose a huge amount. That needs to be
stopped. We need consumers to know
they’re getting the Real McCoy.”

Scottish Beef Association director
George McFadzean, said he wasn’t
surprised “in the slightest” that beef
from outwith Scotland was being
substituted for the genuine article.

“Once the jacket is off the beast and
the ear tag is gone it’s easy to put the
carcase through as anything,” he said.

“Once it is in the cutting plant
they can’t tell and I'm sure some
unscrupulous plant owners are more
than capable of substitution.”

nnicolson@thecourier.co.uk
See comment on page 28

See more in our supplement )
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MISLABELLING PROBE

Scottish beefsector hitb

Industry left reeling
by allegations that
imported meat could
be being passed off
as Scottish

NANCY NICOLSON
FARMING EDITOR

The Scottish beef industry was reeling
yesterday from allegations that meat
could be being imported and illegally
repackaged as Scottish in a number of
the country’s meat plants.

News that there was an ongoing
probe into the mislabelling of Scottish
beef came from Food Standards
Scotland’s new Food Crime and
Investigations Unitin Aberdeen.

The overriding fear in the industry is
that by highlighting Food Standard
Scotland’s investigation it would

undermine confidence in a product

which relies on reputation to secure a
premium price of around 25p per kg.

An average 369p per kg was being
paid for prime Scottish steers this week
while in England and Wales the average
price was 344p per kg.

The Scottish Association of Meat
Wholesalers (SAMW), which
represents all but one of the abattoirs on
the Scottish mainland, said food crime
hadnoplace to playin the functioning of
the Scottish meat industry, but also
warned that the meat business could be
subject to unfounded allegations.

examining all such allegations and

~“Thigis the onlyway to removeillegal,
undercover and fraudulent businesses
from being able to damage the
tremendous reputation for quality,

The unit'sroleisto gatherintelligence

in the region of £1.17 billion annually.
The unit’s intelligence manager,

Duncan Smith, said there had been

several reports that the practice was

knowledge of those involved. And if we

SAMW executive manager Ian | safety and high standards for which WE would be taking place and he appealed toinsiders |
Anderson said: “As a professional | SAMW’s member companies stand.” & to come forward with information. !
Scottish industry, which is highly | Quality Meat Scotland chairman Jim lOOk]ng fo He said: “We would act on |
regulated on a daily basis by Food | McLaren vowed to work alongside the information, wewould analyseit, andtry |
Standards Scotland, we rely on the | food crime unit which was set up earlier prosecute. toidentify the source of the meat, where {
crime unit to be equally professional in | thisyear after the horsemeat scandal. DUNCANSMITH it’s going, who's involved and the guilty |
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- dealing appropriately with any real
evidence of crime which emerges.

and target criminals who cost the UK
food and drinkindustry a sum estimated

could identify food crime going on, we
would be looking to prosecute”
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fraud claims

And while the unit has only been
operational for a few months, Mr Smith
said it had already identified a
fraudulent operation in which
restaurants were selling beef as Scottish
when it wasn’t,

“We've dealt with that and the whole
operation has been disrupted,” he said.

Once intelligence has been analysed,
the unit decides whether it merits action
by Police Scotland, local authorities, or
other organisations with an interest in
food. :

Quality Meat Scotland chairman
Jim McLaren, top, and lan
Anderson, Scottish Association
of Meat Wholesalers executive
manager. Left: Scottish beefis
known for its outstanding quality.

Mr Smith said the unitwas looking fo
more information, particularly from
industry insiders.

Headded: “That s starting to happen.

“We've had some whistle-blowers
providing information which has started
up investigations that are being
developed as we speak,” concluded Mr
Smith.

A free Food Crime hotline
number, 0800 028 7926, is operational
24 hours a day, seven days a week.

nnicolson@thecourier.co.uk
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Scottish label on a pack of beefis
atrusted guarantee of quality.

It earries prestige at home and
around the world. Andit comes ata
price.

Shoppers and diners willingly
pay more for the promise of

provenance, and the premium they pay feeds back
to Scottish calf producers and finishers who have
put generations of effort into breeding quality
livestock.

The news that investigators are being told that
cheaper beef from outwith Scotland is being
substituted for the more expensive genuine article
shocked the industry yesterday.

But perhaps it shouldn’t have done, because there
have been lapses in the past.

Tuncovered an example of the meat substitution
practice while filmine for BBC Landwardina

_ Opinion
Nancy Nicolson

plant manager began ripping them off and when we
didn’t stop filming, he kicked us out.

But we had the evidence, and our report led to the
rogiie company being briefly banished from
membership of Quality Meat Scotland.

Tt was soon backin the fold, however, altheugh no
longer guaranteeing to sell exclusively Scottish
beef.

‘WhatIlearned this week from the dedicated new
fraud team at Food Standards Scotland —largely
made up of former police officers -is that the
practice is allegedly continuing and they’re looking
for insider help to back up the reports they've
already received.

Food Standards Scotland chief executive
Geoff Ogle told a meat industry meeting earlier this
year that the cover-up culture in some British meat
plants had to change, and he cited a very
different attitude in New Zealand where any




