
FEDERATION NEWS 
�������������	�
�	������
������	

��������	��

�
�

�
�
�

������������	�
����
�	��  � ����������

EU Regulations that apply from 1st January 2006 require the 
approval of retail establishments that supply food of animal origin 
to other retail establishments, unless this is on a marginal, 
localised and restricted  basis.  SFMTA have already pointed this 
out to members and have been trying hard to minimise the affect 
on retail butchers. 
 
Under the definition of final consumer in the General Food Law 
Regulation (EC Regulation 178/2002), caterers are classified as 
“other establishments”.  As a result, catering butchers and retail 
butchers supplying caterers and/or other establishments in excess 
of the marginal threshold will require approval as cutting plants and 
be subject to veterinary control. 
 
SFMTA’s representations have allowed FSA to point out to the 
Commission that this interpretation meant that some small 
butchers may require approval (e.g. a butcher cutting 1 tonne per 
week and supplying half to caterers).  FSA argued that having to 
apply the requirements of regulation 853/2004 to retail butchers 
would be disproportionate when their production was small and 
that the interpretation of “marginal” should be extended to include 
the supply of a small amount of food (as well as a small 
proportion). 
 
Currently a butcher may supply a maximum of 1 tonne per week to 
other establishments before a licence is required (under the current 
“50%/1 tonne” Guidance).  Consideration is being given to  
increasing this limit to make allowance for butchers who currently 
make full use of the 1 tonne concession to supply their other 
branches, but also supply caterers and would be over the 1 tonne 
limit when caterers lose their final consumer status.  FSA are 
seeking views on the suitability of increasing the limit to 2 
tonnes per week .  SFMTA Chief Executive Douglas Scott will 
support this move at the next Meat Hygiene Policy Forum in 
London.    [Continued on page four] 
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A full report on this Conference will follow in the  August Newsletter 
 
 
Continued from page one 
 
Butchers trading within the marginal threshold will also need to comply with the “localised” criterion, 
which it has been agreed to interpret as sales within the supplying establishment’s own county plus 
the greater of either the neighbouring county or counties or 30 miles/50 kilometres from the 
boundary of the supplying establishment’s county.  
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Obituary 
 
Colin Allison of JP & W Allison, 79 Main Street, Coatbridge has died at the age of 63.  He was the 
fourth generation to run the business.  A long time supporter of the Coatbridge and latterly 
Lanarkshire Butchers Associations, Colin is survived by his wife Nan and family to whom we 
extend our deepest sympathy. 
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Dumfries is not an average clone town, as it has a population of only 31,600, well below 
the average clone town population of around 50,000.  With only one independent store, 
but with a higher diversity of store types than Exeter, it comes second from the bottom, at 
7.2 out of 60. It has numerous chain stores in the clothing retail sector, and the rest of the 
high street stores are fairly evenly spread across 14 of the remaining types of shops. 
 
The ‘success’ of Dumfries is now being used by some in the region as an argument for the 
introduction a Tesco to the nearby flourishing market town of Castle Douglas. Currently 
firmly a home town, a new Tesco store on the edge of the town could well set the scene 
for the slide of yet another historic market town to clone status.  And in the case of Castle 
Douglas there is much to be lost. For the past three years, the town has been promoting 
itself as Scotland's first ‘Food Town’. 
 
The town’s website describes the economic benefit to the town of its emphasis on local 
produce as the raw materials produced by local farmers are also processed and sold in the 
town, keeping money circulating locally. It describes; “traditional butchers, fishmongers, 
bakers and delicatessens offer a cornucopia of premier quality foods… locally produced 
pickles, preserves and honey” and “locally-brewed ales from the town’s family-run 
brewery”. 
 
Yet, on Friday 8th April, by a vote of 12 to 3, Dumfries and Galloway Planning and 
Environment Committee gave final planning approval for a Castle Douglas Tesco.  
Perhaps unsurprisingly, the three councillors who voted against were Dumfries councillors. 
Based on their experience of the destructive impact of the new 
Dumfries Tesco on their town centre, they were convinced that Tesco will damage “the 
vitality and viability” of Castle Douglas and other communities in the area. 
  
 
 
 
Peebles, a small town on the Scottish Borders, has scored well over its Scottish 
counterpart, Dumfries.  Peebles was second in the home town category scoring 46.9.  
Only six of the shops counted are chain stores, and the independent shops which populate 
the majority of the high street are also reasonably well distributed across the range of 
types of shop, managing to tick boxes in 19 categories out of the total of 25.  The survey 
also revealed that Peebles boasts 5 independent shops in the food category, with no chain 
food stores.  Peebles is also one of 40 conservation areas in the Scottish Borders, and is 
classified by Historic Scotland as “outstanding”.  This means that any change to the unique 
character of Peebles is closely monitored, and it should therefore stand a fighting chance 
of remaining a home town for the foreseeable future. 
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Scottish Retail Prices 
�

Week ended 4 June 11 June 18 June 25 June 
BEEF Range Average Range Average Range Average Range Average 

  p per kg  p per kg  p per kg  p per kg  
Topside 505-1065 790 505-1065 790 505-1065 797 505-1065 797 
Sirloin steak 

999-2289 1634 999-2289 1635 
1099-
2289 1653 

1099-
2289 1653 

Rump steak 732-1350 1078 732-1350 1078 665-1350 1071 665-1350 1066 
Fillet Steak 1679-

3200 2206 
1679-
3200 2206 

1679-
3200 2239 

1679-
3200 2239 

Diced stewing steak 399-860 719 399-860 719 399-860 719 399-860 719 
Braising Steak 318-860 759 318-860 759 288-882 764 288-882 764 
Premium mince 259-765 558 259-765 559 259-765 560 259-765 560 
Standard mince 134-429 296 134-429 296 134-463 311 134-463 311 
�

Week ended 4 June 11 June 18 June 25 June 
LAMB Range Average Range Average Range Average Range Average 

  p per kg  p per kg  p per kg  p per kg  
Domestic          
Whole leg 532-1168 847 532-1168 847 532-1168 854 532-1168 854 
Fillet end leg 599-1413 1120 599-1413 1120 599-1413 1130 599-1413 1126 
Shoulder (bone-in) 260-799 538 260-799 538 298-799 548 298-799 548 
Shoulder 
(boneless) 359-982 787 359-982 785 359-982 786 359-982 786 
Lamb steaks 769-2150 1327 769-2150 1328 793-2150 1334 793-2150 1334 
Loin Chops 705-1499 1183 705-1499 1183 705-1499 1191 705-1499 1194 
Double loin chops 767-1299 1141 767-1299 1141 767-1299 1129 767-1299 1129 
Cutlet chops 899-1299 1106 899-1299 1106 899-1299 1112 899-1299 1112 
Diced Lamb 599-1189 837 599-1189 837 599-1189 845 599-1189 845 
Minced Lamb 169-982 791 169-982 791 169-982 798 169-982 798 
�

Week ended 4 June 11 June 18 June 25 June 
PORK Range Average Range Average Range Average Range Average 

  p per kg  p per kg  p per kg  p per kg  
Leg (Boneless) 349-765 625 349-765 569 349-765 569 349-765 569 
Fillet end leg 373-765 663 373-765 663 373-765 664 373-765 664 
Shoulder 
(Boneless) 249-800 510 249-800 505 279-800 513 279-800 513 
Fillet of Pork 595-1250 981 595-1250 981 595-1250 982 595-1250 982 
Loin Steaks 495-895 682 495-895 682 495-895 685 495-895 685 
Loin Chops 488-900 619 488-900 619 488-900 619 488-900 619 
Diced Pork 436-800 592 436-800 592 479-800 600 479-800 600 
Minced Pork 169-765 445 169-765 445 169-765 451 169-765 451 
Sausages 199-565 455 199-565 455 199-565 456 199-565 456 
�
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