Keep up with the Times

Butcher John’s
London delight

2012 is promising to be an exciting
 year for young Cowdenbeath butch-
‘er John Day.

The 20 year-old is pictured dis-
playing one of the certificates he

| received for being chosen as runner-

up in the UK’s Young Butcher of the
Year competition.

John left school without any qual-
ifications at all, but on being offered
an apprenticeship by Tom Courts
Quality Foods, at the Raith Centre,
he took to the trade like a duck to
water.

His rapid progress persuaded
Tom Courts to enter him for the
2011 YBY award and John admitted
to being surprised he made the last
three earning a trip to London, his
first visit to the ‘Big Smoke’.

He said, “To be honest I knew the
judges were coming to the shop to

run their eyes over my work but T
|did not even think about it - let alone

While | would have
liked to have won,
it was nice to be
second and as ’'m
only 24 Pve still got
the chance to win it

It all earned John a day out in
London at the end of the year.

He added, “My boss Tom Courts
flew me down and went along
to offer support and I had a great
day.

“At the Landmark Hotel the

“While I would have liked to have
won, it was nice to be second and as
the age limit for this category is 24 T
can have another three shots at try-
ing to win it.”

John will be 21 in a few weeks
time and he hopes to celebrate
the milestone by completing his
apprenticeship.

He went on, “The apprentice
scheme sees regular assessments
made and I hope that I will be able
to qualify by the spring.

“I must say that the support I have
received from our customers has :
been tremendous and I cannot thank _:
them encugh.”

His boss, Tom Courts said,
“John has worked really hard
from the day he started his appren-
ticeship and he deserved to make the
final.

“He had a good day out in London
and I took him to the food hall at the




