
The Biggar Picture 
 

Butchers JB Hamilton is situated on one of Scotland’s busiest High Streets but that’s 

only because the A702 that connects Edinburgh to the M74 goes straight through the 

heart of this Lanarkshire town. 
 

This is a country shop serving the 2500 residents of Biggar and a large hinterland 

beyond.  The trick is to get those passing to park and come through the door.  It’s 

worth finding a parking place – no charges here – and not that difficult to find. 
 

Hamilton’s is one of those butchers shops that would be a perfect example of what 

consumers hopefully visualise when they contemplate shopping at a local butchers’.  A 
traditional shop that sells locally reared produce, matured properly, cut with care, 
making quality products and all served up by cheery chaps with a passion for meeting 

the needs of their valued customers. 
 

James Hamilton established the business when he bought the butchers shop from Ed 

Campbell on 1st August 1966.   
 

Although the shop had traded as 

a butchers since 1912 James 

made use of the business skills 
acquired while working for over 

30 years for JW Galloway in 
Glasgow.  After working his way 

up through the business he 
ultimately had a role of 
overseeing all the Galloway’s 

retail outlets but he was willing 
to move home from Cambuslang 

to seize the opportunity of a 

business of his own in Biggar. 



 

James’s son, Ian joined the trade when his father was manager of the Galloway’s 

Union Street shop and he has worked in Biggar since that move in 1966.  Now with 
James enjoying retirement his grandson, John works alongside his father and their 

employee Brian Roberts.  

 
John left school in 1993 with plans to join the army but a mobile adventure course 

that lasted a few months was all he managed to squeeze in before he came to work in 
the butchers shop and never left! 

more pictures at http://picasaweb.google.com/SFMTA3/HAMILTONBIGGAR040811 



 

Situated between the youthful stretches of the 

rivers Clyde and Tweed, it’s easy to understand 

how a stress free life in this pretty Borders town 
can be captivating.  The butchers’ shop is in the 
heart of a heritage centre; you can stroll along 

the 'real' Victorian streets and visit the shops at 
Gladstone Court, view the Menzies Moffat 

tapestry at Moat Park and experience the sounds 

and smells of Scotland's only remaining 19th 
century gas works.  Thomas Blackwood Murray 

(co-founder of Albion) originally lived in Biggar 

and it was here that he built and tested the first 

Albion car.  Nearby is Brownsbank Cottage, 
formerly the home of the poet Hugh McDiarmid 

and his wife Valda from 1952 until their deaths 
in 1978 and 1989.  
 

At the heart of this community Hamilton’s is a 
traditional country shop with a good mince and 

sausage trade but it has diversified over the 

decades.  John looks after the shop’s pie trade 

and signs of diversification are evidenced by the 
trays of stir fries and the ubiquitous chicken 

pakora. 

 
Their Aberdeen Angus cross beef is produced for 

them by David Clarkson at Woodlands Farm, 

Carmichael which is just ten miles outside 
Biggar.  Lambs are sourced from West Scottish 

Lamb and pork and bacon are supplied by 

Ramsays in Carluke.  Poultry comes from 

Avondale Poultry in Hamilton and all the 
preparation and manufacture of sausages can be 

seen from the front shop counter. 

 
The business had success winning the West of 

Scotland title for the best Haggis in 2009.  This 
gets those travelling south stopping to buy 
although Ian confesses that the Lorne Sausage 

and Steak Pies are just as popular exports.  
English customers regularly place orders to pick 

up as they travel back down the old Roman road     

that is now the A702.………………………………………..



Ian and John feel that they are fortunate 

that their customers follow traditional 

shopping habits.   

 
That permits a half day on a Wednesday and maintains a steady flow of discerning 
customers from seven in the morning until five at night on the other five trading days. 
 

Albion's motto "Sure As The Sunrise" was adapted into the logo which 

featured on the radiator and badges of their models for many years and 
helped to establish their identity wherever they operated throughout the 

world.  Somehow the “Sure As The Sunrise” motto seems to be just as 
appropriate when it comes to JB Hamilton. 
 


