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Day to savour
‘at Limousin
spring bull sale

FOURTEEN FIVE-FIGURE PRICES RESULT IN NEW
UK MAIN BREEDS RECORD AVERAGE OF £6,231

BY JOE WATSON

Limousin breeders had a day to remember at
their spring bull sale in Carlisle on Saturday.

Fourteen five-figure prices re-
sulted in a new UK main
breeds record average of
£6,231.62 for the 121 sold
from the 151 offered at the
auction held by Harrison and
Hetherington. That eclipsed
the previous best of £6,045
set by the Charolais breed in
February, 2010.

While the focus was on the
top prices, including the
three leading trades at
38,000gn, 34,000gn and
24,000gn, there was a sound
commercial demand too,
with scores of bulls sold in the
4,000gn-8,000gn bracket.
The sale grossed more than
£754,000.

Confidence in the commmer-
cial trade was more than con-
firmed in the 17,000gn pur-
chase of the reserve supreme,
Homebyres Ericson, 2 Home-
byres Arnott son, from John
Logan, of Humebyres, Kelso,

by G.H. Walton and Sons, of

Greyside Farm, Fourstones,
Hexham. :

British Limousin Cattle So-
ciety chief executive Iain Kerr
said he was pleased.

"It was a really good show
of bulls. There were lots of
types for the various different
buyers who were looking for
good-shaped bulls that are
easy to manage and whose
offspring are easy to calf;” he
added.

Progeny from the 45,000gn
Wilodge Vantastic, bred by
pre-sale showjudge Christine

Williams, of Lodge Hill, Shif- |-

nal, Shropshire, were much
in demand. The sale topper at
38,000gn and supreme
champion. Bankdale Exfac-

He was bred by former
dairy farmer Gordon Wilson,
of Bankdale, Wreay, Carlisle,
who set up his Limousin herd
in 2001 after being losing his
Holsteins to foot-and-mouth.
Heisretiring from Limousins
and dispersing his 50-cow
pedigree herd on July 1. The
buyer was J. Handley, of the
Gunnerfleet herd, based at
Ingleton, Carnforth.

Next at 32,000gn was Am-
pertaine Elgin, an 18-month
Al son of the 24,000gn Glen-
rock Ventura. He was bred by
William and James McKay, of
Kilrea Road, Upperlands,
Maghera, Co Londonderry,
who have previously sold to
29,000gn from their 120-cow
herd. Matt and Craig Ridley,
of the Haltcliffe herd, Hesket-
New-Market, Cumbria, were
Elgin’s buyers.

ADMIRED

The junior champion,
Claragh Franco, a 16-month
Vantastic son, from John
Rainey, of Agivey Road, Kil-
rea, Co Londonderry, was
bought by Elaine and Eric
Norman, who have a 120-cow
herd at Little Orton, Carlisle.
They admired his top line and
shape.

Procters Encore, a 17-
month Greenwell Ronick son,
from Procters Farm, of Slaid-
burn, Clitheroe, sold at
18,000gn to R.S. Harker.and
Son, of Grayrigg Hall,

Kendal.

. Leading the Scottish trade
at 15,000gn was Murray
Stephenson, of Balcaimie,
Dailly, Girvan, who bought
Bankdale Freeman. a 15-

Requin son, from M.T. Jones,
of Bailea, Brecon, Wales, to
Smiths of Bloxham, New-
lands, Banbury.

The Fotheringhams, of
Craighall, Forgandenny,
Perth, paid 13,000gn for Nebo
Equator, a 20-month Vantas-
tic son, bred by M.L. Thomas,
of Bryn Farm, Llanrwst,
‘Wales. ‘

Mr Logan then acquired at
12,000gn the senior champi-
on, Halcliffe Eubank, a 21-
month Procters Commander
son, from the Ridleys.

Another Vantastic son, the
16-month-old Claragh Fan-
tastic, was sold at 11,500gn to
J.F. Teague, of Temple House,
Buteland, Balerno, near Ed-
inburgh.

Miss Williams sold Wilodge
Easyrider, a 19-month Halt-
cliffe Underwriter son, for
10,000gn to JL. Crofts, of
Holme Farms, Bassingfield.
Runner-up was housebuilder
Malcolm Allan, of Uppermill,
Kintore,

The Ridleys were in the
money again at 10,000gn for
Haltcliffe Elgin, an 18-month
old by Commander H. G.
Blaxell and Sons, of Eastfield,
Norwich, were the buyers.

Orkney’s Michael Cursiter,
of Laga Farms, Evie, paid
9,000gn for Cowin Elitor, a
19-month Rutabaga, son.

The -Burnetts, of Upper
Spittalton, Blairdrummond,
received 8,500gn for Spittal-
ton Fantastic, a 16-month
Vantastic son.

Ewen Macarthur, of New-
ton.of Budgate, Nairn, had to
go to 8,000gn to secure
Beulah Eco, a 20-month
Objat son.

John and Margaret Penny,
of Shannas, Mintlaw, had to
pay the same for Goldies Em-
peror. a 19-month old by
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TWO north-east butchery
businesses were named
among Scotland’s best yes-
terday as they collected rare
diamond awards at the Scot-
tish Meat Trades Fair.
Hebbie Fowlie, of Strichen’s
Bert Fowlie, won Scotland’s

pork championship for his

black velvet pork, while
Annabel Forbes, of Bel’s
Butchers, Edzell, received
the prize for the best lamb
product.

The beef award went to
Dundee-based Scott Brothers

for its beef en croute mini-
‘Toasts.

All were presented as part
of the ready-to-cook category
in the Meat to Go contest
staged by the Scottish Fed-
eration of Meat Traders’ As-
sociations and sponsored by
Quality Meat Scotland’s
Scotch Butchers Club.

It was a first-time diamond
win for Bel’s, which was
bought by Ms Forbes four
years ago. She now employs
three butchers among a staff
of 10 in a wider catering busi-
ness. She is understood to be
just one of four women who
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North-east butchers are a cut above
STRICHEN AND EDZELL BUSINESSES LAND ACCOLADES AT MEAT TRADES FAIR

own a butcher’s shop in Scot-
land.
Ms Forbes said the

Mediterranean lamb steaks .

were developed at the turn of
the year to deal with surplus
lamb legs. The lamb is mar-
inated and stuffed with apri-
cots and coriander and mixed
in a mild curry sauce.

She is no stranger to award
success and been recognised
in the past for her sausages,
venison and cranberry burg-
ers and traditional steak pie.

It was a second diamond
win for Mr Fowlie, a regular
prizewinner and who yester-
day reported a big increase in
business since he refurbished
his shop in October. His win-
ning dish is made from pork
loin skinned and then stuffed
with black pudding,.

More than 500 butchers
from across Scotland attend-
ed yesterday’s biennial trade
fair held in the Dewars Cen-
tre, Perth, where the latest
innovations in butchery were
showcased. A significant
number said trading in the
first quarter of this year had
been extremely difficult. The
sunshine in recent weekends
had, however, bolstered

trade, with sales up signif-
icantly.

Association chief executive
Douglas Scott said he was
quietly delighted with the
success of the event. He
added: “People come for a
good day out and from what
T've heard they had a good
day. There was a lot positive
vibes. It would be easy to be
negative in this current cli-
mate, but the standholders
have all said they've done
well”

The awards were given fora
mouthwatering array of
ready-to-go and ready-to-
heat products as well as beef
burgers.

Lifting the Scottish cham-
pionship for their burgers
was J.C. Douglas, of St
Boswells in the Borders.

Among other prizewinners
were:

Ready to cook

Gold: Christies the Butchers in Glasgow
for its Jack Daniels pork stir fry; Crombies
of Edinburgh for its medina shoulder
blade of lamb and pork cordon bleu; H.M.
Sheridan of Ballater for its pork, cheese
and spring onion pin wheel; J.C. Dawson
of Elgin for its sweet chilli and pork stir
fry; Scott Brothers for its Moroccan
spiced pork stuffed couscous; Simon
Howie of Perth for its pork savoury swirls;
W.F. Stark of Buckhaven for its beef,
cheese, Mediterranean tomato
medallions.

APPETISING: Annabel Forbes, of Bel's Butchers, Edzell, won a diamond award for her Mediterranean lamb steaks at the fair.

Silver: A, and |. Quality Butchers of
Culleden, Inverness, for its pork
sensation; Crombies of Edinburgh for its
pigay black roasties and Alabama pork
belly squares; D.H. Robertson of Arbroath
for its meat loaf; Davidsons Specialist
Butchers of Inverurie for its spiced apple
pork stew; Robbie George of Lhanbryde
for its meat balls with Tex Mex sauce; W.F.
Stark for its pork lemon medallions.

Beef burgers

Gold - Forbes Raeburn of Huntly which
won two awards; Scott Brothers, J.C.
Dawson and James Chapman (Butchers)
Wishaw Ltd.

Silver - A. and | Quality Butchers which
won two awards; A. Davidson Butchers of
Scone; Bertram's Quality Butchers of
Kirriemuir; D. G. Lindsay and Sen of Perth;
Hillfoots Country Butchers of Tullibody;
James Rae and Son of Polmont and
Kincardine; MacDougall and Hastie of
Inverness; R, George of Lhanbryde.
Ready to heat

Gold - R. George for its lasagne; Simon
Howie for its Highland beef and ale
casserole with herb dumplings and
creamed mash, steak stroganoff with wild
rice, haggis lasagne and lamb, mint and
chilli meatballs with penne pasta and
tomato salsa.

Silver - A. and . Quality Butchers for its
beef lasagne; Bert Fowlie for its steak
dinner; Scott Brothers for its lamb and
black pudding hot pot.

Modern apprenticeships and Scottish
Vocational Qualifications - Sandra Conlin,
of AW. Herd, Aberdeen; Matthew
Davidson, of A, and |, Quality Butchers;
Lee Dunbar, of West End Butchers,
Dundee; Robert Elliot, of H.M. Sheridan,
Ballater; Shaun Geddes, Andrew Peter

and Philip Munro, of Davidsons Specialist

Butchers, Inverurie; Alan Guy, of H.D.
Ferguson, Lochgilphead; George Ingall, of
Lochalsh Butchers, Kyle of Lochalsh;
Kieren Johnstone, of Leven; Jurgens
Joubert, of J. and K. Anderson,
Whiteness, Shetland; Kevin Scott, of
Greens Fine Meats, Grantown; Philip
Whyte, of Andrew Gordon Butchery and
Fine Foods, Aberdeen.
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Farmers
warned
over tax
penalties

CALL TO CHECK
CONTRACT DEALS

FARMERS and landown-
ers operating contract
farming arrangements
have been warned to ex-
pect a clampdown from
the taxman.

Douglas Ogilvie, a Perth-
based partner with char-
tered surveyor Smiths
Gore, has urged both sides
to check arrangements as
informal or poorly struc-
tured agreements could
result in tax penalties be-
ing imposed on the
landowner.

These could include the
loss of inheritance tax relief,
concessions for agricultural
and business property as
well as the backdating of
unpaid income tax plus in-
terest on it to the point the
arrangement was first en-
tered into.

Mr Ogilvie said: “There
may be significant num-
‘bers of situations where
informal contract farming
agreements have been en-
tered into, none of which
will be watertight, and all
of which could result in an
extremely unpleasant
wake-up call from HM
Revenue and Customs.

RECORDS

“There are many in-
stances where, for example,
neighbouring farmers or
landowners have set up
what are loosely termed as
contract farming agree-
ments, but they have little
proper substance, and
equally there are numerous
cases where no records or
paperwork exists. It is these
flimsy, insubstantial ar-
rangements that can be-
come unstuck.”

Mr Ogilvie said the
landowner in any contract
farming deal carried the
ultimate risk. He also said

they should take an active

role in any agreement,
adding that regular meet-
ings required to be held.
Jim Drysdale, the land
resources partner with le-
gal firm Anderson Strath-
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tor, was got by Al from him
and had an estimated breed-
ing value of +42, putting him
in the top 1% of the breed.
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Colonel, from Mr Wilson.
At 14,000gn was Bailea
Eldistinctivo, a 21-month

=&

The Limousin supreme champion, Bankdale Exfactor

TAmpertame Bravo.

Topping the trade for black
Limousins were Bob Adam,
,of Newhouse of Glamis, For-
far, and Albert Howie, of West
Knock, Stuartfield. They both
sold at 8,000gn.

Newhouse Black Excalibur,
a December 2009 son of
Tamarvalley Boscatle, from
the Adams was bought

by G. Yarr, of Whitton,
Edzell.

Buying Knock Black En-
core, a December 2009 son of
Newhouse Billy, was H.B. and
1.J. Lear, of Creslow Manor,
Whitchurch, Bucking-
hamshire. ;

Averages were: senior - 36
for £5,528.54; intermediate -
53 for £6,504.06; junior -

£6,555.94 for 32.

Gary’s appetite for success continues

SCOTLAND’S top two butch-
ers come from the north-
east.

Gary Raeburn, 25, of Forbes
Racburn and Son, Huntly,
and Murray Jamieson, 20, of
Bruce Brymer, Brechin, won
their respective age cate-
gories for over 22 and under
292 in the Scottish Meat Skills
contest, held as part of yes-
terday’s fair. X |

The finals involved eight
young butchers. Each were
given two-and-a-half hours to
prepare a display cabinet
filled with various meat prod-
ucts. :

The contest tested their

meat-cutting skills, hygiene,
product range and practical
knowledge of the trade.

Gary is no stranger to suc-
cess and has won a multitude
of awards. He has twice been
crowned Scottish young
butcher of the year. He is the
current UK young butcher of
the year.

His range took on a very
agricultural feel. It included
tractorman’s steak slices, vet's
spicy steak stir fry, a rack of
Highland lamb and maple-
glazed pork olives.

Murray is an apprentice
with Brymers. He joined the

business full-time three years

ago after previously helping
out on Saturdays and after
school.

He said he was delighted
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FANTASTIC LATE DEAL!

SORRENTO & THE BAY
OF NAPLES
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with his win.
His offering included ke-
babs, pork belly roulade, hag-

Gary Raeburn with his winning meat dlSpl;; a-ti'ithe fair

with new award

PTG

gis and mince dumplings,
stuffed pork chops and beef
roulade.
Competition judge Keith
Fisher praised all the finalists,
l adding the standard was
world-leading.

THE nation’s top haggis and
pork sausage makers were
revealed yesterday.

J. and A. Waters, of Selkirk,
won the haggis contest at the

Haggis is just champion

Scotland championship went
to Arbroath butcher, D.H.
Robertson. The crown for best
sausage maker was awarded
to Tom Courts, of Cowden-

had to show active par-
ticipation and involve-
ment in decision-making
if they were to continue to
qualify for the various
tax reliefs available to
agricultural businesses.

MARKET
PRICES

THAINSTONE - Aberdeen and Northern
* Marts held its rare breed sale and sold

38 horses and ponies, 36 cattle, 47 pigs,

176 sheep, seven goats and llamas, 427

cages of poultry, 246 lots of hatching

eggs, 388 lots of tack, 264 lots from a

bygone era and items of poultry

equipment.

Leading prices:

Horses and ponies: Irish Draught filly -

950gn; Welsh part-bred gelding -

820gn; Highland mare - 680gn; Donkey

jenny - 380gn.

Cattle: Longhorn female - 1,000gn;

Highland male - 700gn; Dexter female -

380gn; Highland female - 255gn.

Pigs: Gloucester Old Spot male - 130gn;

Tamworth females - 90an; Gloucester

Old Spot females - 80an.

Sheep:

Ewe lambs: Jacob - 130gn; ZwartX -

90gn; Dorest - 80gn.

Ewes and lambs; Jacob - 90gn; Rye -

80an; South Down - -70gn.

Gimmer and lambs; Rye - 90gn.

Rams: Zwart - 160gn; Herd - 90gn; Oxf -

70an.

Llama - 290gn.

Goats; Angora/ Saanen cross males -

45gn.

Poultry: Giant Dewlap Toulouse - £150;

Red Breasted Goose, Sussex female

chicks, Buff Orpington - £120; Speckled

Sussex, Light Sussex - £100.

Eggs: Lavender Aracuna £40; Chocolate

Call £32; Blue Fawn Call £30; Silver

Laced, Blue Wyandotte, Chocolate
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« The services of a Tour Manager in resort

LAKE GARDA

Flying from Aberdeen airport
Departs 19 June 2011

Faste

Take advantage of this very special late deal and rest, relax or explore in one of Italy's most
charming settings! Book now and take advantage of our new fantastic prices!

Includes= Return specially chartered flights to Italy direct from Aberdeen airport= Return airport to hotel
transfers= Seven nights' bed and breakfast accommodation at a hotel which will be allocated upon your
arrival (evening meals and four star upgrade hotels are available for a supplement)= The services of a Tour
Manager in resort

FANTASTIC LATE DEAL.

THE DUBROVNIK
RIVIERA

Departs 27 June 2011

| Take advantage of this very special late deal in one of the

| Mediterranean’s most fascinating holiday locations! Book
now and take advantage of these sensational prices!

| = Return flights to Sicily direct from Aberdeen airport

| = Return airport to hotel transfers ‘

| = Seven nights' bed and continental breakfast accommodation at

Now it's even easier to book your ad online...

Simply log on to our website at -

i : L
i Take advantage of this very special late deal and rest, relax or explore the shores of the Blue
Adriatic in the most charming of settings! Book now and take advantage of our

new fantastic prices!

a hotel which will be allocated upon your arrival (evening
meals and a range of named three and four star upgrade

Il hotels are available for a SUPPI E-ITIEITt) Includes= Return flights to Dubrovnik from Aberdeen airport= Return airport to hotel transfers= Seven
" = The services of a Tour Manager in resort nights' bed and breakfast accommodation at a three-star hotel which will be allocated upon your arrival
b (three and four-star upgrade hotels are available for a supplement)= ATour Manager :
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